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(DJapan remains far behind many other advanced economies  ( A )

wind and solar power. The government is now weighing a new set of measures to promote renewable energy,

including expanding offshore wind power* and reviewing the rules on access to the power transmission
system* — one of the key hurdles to increased use of renewables. [...]

The government’s basic energy policy calls for turning renewables into a principal source of pawer
supply. However, the target share for renewable energy in the 2030 power supply mix — 22-24 percent of the
total — is even Jower than the 26 percent planned for coal-fired power plants*, which many other economically
advanced nations plan to phase out because they emit more global warming gases such as carbon dioxide than

other sources of power. @Renewable energy including large-scale hydraulic power accounted for 17 percent

of the nation’s power supply in fiscal* 2018 — nearly double the 9 percent in 2010 but still well below the

levels in advanced European economies. [...]

In recent years, Japan has come under growing international fire for its heavy dependence on coal
despite the global efforts to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. In response to such criticism, the government
last month fleshed out* its earlier promise to phase out “inefficient” coal-fired power plants. Of the nation’s
150 coal plants, 120 were categorized as less efficient in their power generation, and about 100 of them are
expected to be set aside for either decommissioning™ or suspension® from service by 2030.

(@ However, the impact of @the move on combating climate change may not be as big as the

numbers suggest. Most of the coal plants to be put out of service are old, small-capacity facilities. The more
“efficient” ones that will be kept, including those now planned or under construction, have much larger
capacities so the net reduction in the total capacity of coal-fired plants in Japan will only amount to some 20
percent, according to an estimate by an environmental group.

( B ) , the government is not expected to change coal’s share of 26 percent in the 2030
power supply mix. Even an “efficient” coal plant is said to emit twice as much carbon dioxide as a natural gas
power plant, and many point to the global warming risk posed by keeping those plants in operation for decades

to come. [...]
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HEL : “Bump up the target for increasing renewable energy,” EDITORIALS at The Japan Times, August 17,
2020 (https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2020/08/17/editorials/japan-target-renewable-energy/) %
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