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The environment, in the view of the World Commission on Environment and Development, is
common property; ecosystems are shared. Human life should be integrated in a wider context; it is
( @ ) . Therefore, commons are often associated not with growth but with sustainability. It is
interesting that currently, especially in Latin America, new world views are promoted that
re-actualize® traditional connections between living beings and nature. The concept of ‘fiving well’
promotes a vision of life that differs from the neoliberal ideology*. A basic element is respect for the
integrity of nature as a source of life. This vision has been introduced in the constitutions of
Ecuador (2008) and Bolivia (2009), countries with large indigenous populations. At the leadership of
Bolivia, the United Nations proclaimed 22 April as International Mother Earth Day, recognizing

that Earth and its ecosystems are our home.

BUEN VIVIR (SUMAK KAWSAY): LIVING WELL

Ecuador used to have a flourishing economy in the 1970s. Between 1995 and 2000 it became
one of the poorest countries in Latin America (the number of poor people rose from 34 per cent
in 1995 to 71 per cent in 2000). Public services such as healthcare and education collapsed due
to political uncertainty, corruption and neoliberal economic policies. This background created
the need for new social and political approaches. The world views of indigenous peoples in the
Amazon and Andean regions provided inspiration. In Ecuador it is expressed as Sumak
Kawsay (from the Kichwa language*), in Bolivia as Suma @Qamara (from the Aymara
language®) but in fact a plurality® of views exists among various populations. For example,
indigenous societies in Canada have a world view that connects individual, land, family, values,
spirituality and everyday life. This view is symbolized asa ( @ ) :individual behavior is like
the leaves; community customs are like small branches; ethics are like large branches; values
are like the trunk; but the whole tree is rooted inthe ( @ ).

These alternative approaches use the idea of commons in two senses. The first sense is global:

the planet is our home. Mother Earth is the basis for existence. It cannot be owned. We, as human
beings. belong to it and we all share it. The second sense is local: since human beings are part of
communities and these communities are closely connected with nature, they are responsible for
respecting all living creatures within their common scope.

Hi8% : Henk ten Have (2016), Global Bioethics: an introduction, Routledge, pp.127-128 & ¥ #i#:, (f
BIERICIRL T, —fEEZMAT-.)
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