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Efforts by the international shipping sector®! are vital to reducing greenhouse
gas™ emissions”. Japan, which is highly dependent on trade, needs to take the initiative
in global discussions on this issue and contribute its technological expertise*.

The International Maritime Organization (IMO)*5, a specialized agency of the
United Nations, has set a new goal for international shipping to reach net-zero*t
greenhouse gas emissions by around 2050.

The initial target was that emissions “should be reduced by at least 50% by 2050
compared to 2008.” DThe new goal is a significant increase.

Shipping accounts for 90% of global trade. The amount of greenhouse gas
emissions from international shipping is equivalent to that of Germany. Emissions are
expected to increase in the future as trade volume expands.

As an island nation, Japan has a large responsibility to play in decarbonizing*7 its
shipping industry, as almost 100% of its trade volume is transported by sea. Japan led
the way in raising the goal this time, and all 175 IMO members agreed. @dJapan’s
leadership is commendable™s.

For the time being, it is assumed that fuel will shift from heavy oil, which emits™®
a large amount of carbon dioxide (CO2)*19, to liquefied natural gas (LNG)*11. But in the
future, “@zero-emission ships” that use such fuels as hydrogen and ammonia*!2, which

emit no CO2, will become essential.

In Japan, the government has decided to provide ¥35 billion over 10 years to
support the development of zero-emission ships.

However, ammonia and hydrogen are currently more expensive than heavy oil,
and that will lead to higher costs for international shipping.

Japan has proposed the establishment of a mechanism to charge ships that use
fossil fuels™3 such as heavy oil, to cover the fuel costs of zero-emission ships. Effective
measures must be taken to promote the introduction of @such a mechanism while

gaining the understanding of countries around the world.

(]
*1  international shipping sector [EFEHEESSFT
*2  greenhouse gas BREZNR Y 2
*3  emission HEH]
*4  expertise EEFHAIFE
*5  International Maritime Organization IMO) [E 1
*6  net-zero FEHEn
*7  decarbonize MiiRFEL
*8  commendable FREIZET S
*9  emit HEHT B
*10 carbon dioxide (CO2) —E&{kik=
*11 liquefied natural gas (LNG) (b KK A
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*12 ammonia 7 EF=T
*13 fossil fuel fbABREL

[H#L] “Japan Must Take Lead in Efforts to Decarbonize International Shipping,”
Yomiuri Editorial at The Japan News By The Yomiuri Shimbun, August 14,
2023 (https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/editorial/yomiuri-editorial/20230814-
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